
JUST THE JOB
 Ray Punter at Rainbow Springs Nature Park

Since leaving Nyasaland/Malawi in 1973, Ray has lived in Rotorua for the past 46 years. After initially 

working at the Government Trout Hatchery at Ngongotaha, near Rotorua, he successfully applied for a 

job at Rainbow Springs Nature Park. One of the most popular features of the park is a series of spring fed 

pools holding several species of trout, including rainbow, brown, North American brook and tiger trout. 

Some of these trout grow up to 28 lbs./12.80 kg. in weight. The flow from the springs combine to form a 

stream which flows into Lake Rotorua and each winter trout migrate upstream into the park to spawn. The

park also displays a number of New Zealand native birds, including the flightless kiwi which is the 

country’s national emblem. The kiwi is nocturnal and highly endangered due to predation by introduced 

mammalian predators such as cats, dogs, stoats, ferrets, weasels and rats. Rainbow Springs, in 

conjunction with the Department of Conservation, has been at the forefront of efforts to save kiwi from 

extinction. A team of dedicated specialists is employed full time on the hatching of kiwi eggs and the 

raising of chicks for eventual release back into the wild. Visitors are able to witness many of the day to 

day activities involved from a special viewing area, including the actual hatching of an egg as it happens. 

On 14th. February, 2020, Ray was there (on the left) when a kiwi chick hatched and this was caught on 

camera by Carole, the staff member on duty; having lived in Spain for a number of years she named it 

’Valentin’ which is Valencian for Valentine. 



Pictured above left is Ray with Carole (left) and Helen of Rainbow Springs, both specialists in breeding 

kiwi. On the right is Ray with long time staff member, Marie (now retired), and the Mayor of Rotorua, 

Mrs. Steve Chadwick (right), formerly the Minister of Conservation, at the official opening of the new 

building at Rainbow Springs in September, 2019.

New Zealand is prone to earthquakes and volcanic eruptions and has strict building code regulations. 

Older buildings have a time frame in which to upgrade to the required standard and our old building was

no longer ‘code  compliant’ and building a new one was deemed the better option. The new building is 

nowhere near as appealing to look at but it should remain standing during a severe earthquake, also,  

unlike its predecessor, it should be waterproof! The two photos show the frontage of the building and the

reception area designed to cater for visitors arriving by the coachload.

Prince Harry and Meghan on their visit to the Rainbow Springs Kiwi Breeding Facility on 31st.October, 

2018. They named the three day old chick held by the staff member “Koha”, the Maori word for 'Gift'.

So, in addition to his knowledge of Rainbow Trout from fry to frying Ray has also learnt a great about 

this iconic bird. Flightless and nocturnal it nests in burrows where the male of the species looks after the 

incubation of the egg produced – albeit if he leaves for any length of time the female will chase him back.

Where controlled the egg is left in the burrow for 60 days before removing to Rainbow Springs. After 

hatching the chick is retained and nurtured for about one year and until weighing at least 1kg before 

returning it to the wild and to a burrow in or near its original location. 

Many folk ask the question, “Why is the symbol of the Royal New Zealand 

Airforce a flightless bird?”


